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November 10, 2014 
 
The Honorable Joseph C. Szabo 
Administrator 
Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
SUBJECT:  SUPPORT FOR FEDERALLY‐LED REGIONAL RAIL PLANNING IN THE SOUTHWEST 
 
The Southern California Association of Governments  (SCAG), San Bernardino Associated Governments 
(SANBAG),  Riverside  County  Transportation  Commission  (RCTC),  and  San  Diego  Association  of 
Governments  (SANDAG),  working  cooperatively  as  the  Southern  California  High‐Speed  Rail  Inland 
Corridor  Group  (SOCAL  ICG)  enthusiastically  supports  the  California  State  Transportation  Agency’s 
(CalSTA)  Statement  of  Qualifications  and  Interest  to  the  Federal  Railroad  Administration  (FRA)  for 
Federally‐Led Regional Rail Planning.   
 
The SOCAL ICG was created to support planning efforts for the California High‐Speed Rail (HSR) Phase II 
route between Los Angeles and San Diego through the  Inland Empire.   The group collectively provides 
support and local and regional perspectives on the development of this new corridor. 
 
The  Southwest  Multi‐State  Rail  Planning  Study  considerably  advanced  the  understanding  of  the 
magnitude and significance of  the demand  for  rail service  in  the California‐Nevada‐Arizona  region.    In 
light of  the opportunity, many  rail planning efforts are underway.  In addition  to  the  Los Angeles‐San 
Diego HSR Phase II corridor, SOCAL ICG member agencies are collaboratively advancing study of the High 
Desert Corridor and Coachella Valley Rail Service.  The SOCAL ICG has been a successful regional forum 
for coordination across the many planning agencies in the corridor.  A continued, even broader, regional 
focus  is  important  to  identifying  synergies  and  opportunities  to  advance  rail  across  the  Southwest.  
Federally‐led planning brings brand‐neutral data and analysis. 
 
The  Southwest  Study  showed  that  the  California‐Nevada‐Arizona  region  has  the  population,  density, 
land use and projected growth to create a strong market for high‐performance rail.  The SOCAL ICG has 
a  focus of connecting  the Greater Southern California with  rail.   By  including  the  large markets of Las 
Vegas and Phoenix in the network, the Phase II Los Angeles to San Diego corridor is uniquely positioned 
to connect these major destinations.   
 
Federally‐led regional rail planning will continue momentum built by the Southwest Study at this critical 
time  in  the  development  of  the  Southwest  rail  network.  The  SOCAL  ICG  will  support  federally‐led 
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November 10, 2014 

The Honorable Joseph C. Szabo 
Administrator 
Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

' J xPRESSWEST 
6720 VIA AUSTI PKWY., STE. 200 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89119 

TELE: 702.739.2020 

FAX: 702.739.2005 

SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR THE CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY'S 
(CALSTA) STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS AND INTEREST TO THE 
FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION (FRA) FOR THE FEDERALLY-LED 
REGIONAL RAIL PLANNING STUDY IN THE SOUTHWEST. 

XpressWest respectfully submits this letter to express support for CalSTA's Statement of 
Qualifications and Interest to the FRA for the Federally-Led Regional Rail Planning study in 
the Southwest. 

With Records of Decision on the Federal Environmental Impact Statement from the lead 
and cooperating agencies (including FRA, Bureau of Land Management, California Federal 
Highway Administration, and Nevada Federal Highway Administration) together with the 
decision from the Surface Transportation Board granting authority to construct and 
operate the railroad between Victorville, CA and Las Vegas, NV, XpressWest will contribute 
to a much needed and improved Southwest rail network. 

In addition to the readiness of XpressWest, a public policy framework has been established 
at the federal, state and local level that supports an interconnected high speed rail system 
throughout the California, Nevada, and Arizona region. At the Federal level, FRA's 
Southwest Multi-State Rail Planning Study focused attention on the scope and scale of the 
need for improved rail service in the Southwest. Consistent with the findings of FRA's 
Planning Study, the Southern California Association of Governments, in its adopted 2035 
Regional Transportation Plan, identified XpressWest from Palmdale through Victorville to 
Las Vegas as a Major Strategic Plan Project and component of the ultimate Vision for a 
High-Speed Rail System connecting San Diego, Anaheim, Los Angeles, and Las Vegas. 
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J xPRESSWEST 
6720 VIA AUSTI PKWY., ST E. 200 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89119 

TELE: 702.739.2020 

FAX: 702.739.2005 

To further the need for improved rail service, in October, 2014, the High Desert Corridor 
Joint Powers Authority and its project partners and members (Caltrans, the Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, San Bernardino Association of 
Governments, the Southern California Association of Governments, Los Angeles County, San 
Bernardino County, and the corridor cities of Palmdale, Lancaster, Victorville, Adelanto and 
Apple Valley) released the Draft Environmental Impact Statement/ Report for the High 
Desert Corridor. This multipurpose transportation corridor includes a high speed rail 
connection between the existing Transportation Center in Palmdale, CA and the 
XpressWest station in Victorville, CA. 

The High Desert Corridor rail link, together with advancement of the Palmdale to Burbank 
segment of the California High Speed Rail Authority project, will deliver a modern and 
efficient rail system serving Southern California and Southern Nevada. Continued 
examination of the entire Southwest region by FRA will maintain focus on this critical 
region and advance connectivity between California, Nevada and Arizona. 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter of support for CalSTA's Statement of 
Qualifications and Interest. XpressWest stands ready and willing to assist to the maximum 
extent possible in the continued federal and local planning efforts to realize improved rail 
service in the Southwest Region. 

Sincerely, 

~nellll 
Chairman 
XpressWest 


