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SECTION 1 — INTRODUCTION

History

The Santa Ana River corridor extends over approximately 110 miles from the Pacific Ocean inland to the
San Bernardino National Forest. Upon completion, the Santa Ana River Trail (SART) would be the “Crest
to Coast” regional trail link connecting an area encompassing over four million residents in three counties
(Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino). The Trail would provide safe use and enjoyment of open space,
environmental education, and a transportation trail system. Portions of the Trail, particularly in Orange
County, have been developed over the past 20 years; currently it is possible to travel from the
Riverside/Orange County line to Huntington Beach on the SART.

The County of San Bernardino is responsible for the completion of approximately 20 miles of the SART.
Development of the trail in San Bernardino County has been divided into four phases with several reaches
in each phase to provide for construction as funding becomes available. Phase | and I, extending from
the Riverside/San Bernardino county line to approximately 50 feet westerly of La Cadena Drive in the
City of Colton and from the terminus of Phase | to Waterman Avenue in the City of San Bernardino
respectively have been constructed. It is anticipated that Phase Ill extending from the Phase Il terminus
to California Street in the City of Redlands will be constructed in 2020. Phase 1V is the last segment of
the trail extending from California Street in Redlands to Garnet Street in unincorporated Mentone. For
planning and analysis purposes, the Phase 1V Section of the SART is divided into four major reaches as
follows:

= Reach A — California Street to Orange Street
= Reach B — Orange Street to Judson Street

= Reach C - Judson Street to Opal Avenue

= Reach D — Opal Avenue to Garnet Street

Initials Studies for each for the reaches have been prepared separately as grants and/or other funding
sources are identified. Recently, an ISIMND was prepared for Reaches B and C and was circulated for
public review beginning October 1, 2018 and ending on October 30, 2018. An Initial Study for Reach D
will be prepared in the future. This IS/IMND analyses potential environmental impacts associated with
construction and operation of SART Phase IV, Reach A.

Project Purpose and Need:

The purpose of the Project is to meet the identified need for a regional non-vehicular trail for the region’s
residents. The Project consists of the design and construction of a bicycle trail, which is defined as a
shared use path that is physically separated from any street or highway and may be used by pedestrians,
bicyclists, skaters, wheelchair users, and joggers. The trail will provide safe contiguous use and
enjoyment of open space, environmental education, and an alternative multi-use trail system for
transportation. Currently, various segments of the SART have been constructed or approved and Reach
A is a portion of Phase IV that extends the trail to its easterly terminus near the foothills of the San
Bernardino Mountains.

Ultimately, the Phase IV of the SART will enhance access to recreational opportunities in the region by:
(a) providing neighborhood links to green space and natural areas; (b) providing connections with city
urban trails that provide safe travel to parks, community recreation facilities, fairgrounds, urban lakes,
amphitheaters, historic neighborhoods, and tourist attractions; and (c) providing direct access to San
Bernardino National Forest camping and outdoor recreation areas. In conjunction with fulfilling basic
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non-motorized transportation purposes, the proposed Project will also meet the needs of individuals with
disabilities; specifically, in an area where few trails fulfill the outdoor trail needs of these individuals. All
access ramps to the SART will be designed to comply with requirements of the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA). The SART facilities will incorporate Caltrans Highway Design Manual, Chapter 1000,
“Bikeway Planning and Design” to ensure that individuals with disabilities will have both access to and
effective use of the SART facilities.

Post-construction activities associated with the trail would include general maintenance including but not
limited to: weed abatement, fence and pavement repair including repainting, etc. A Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the County of San Bernardino and City of Redlands shall be prepared to
address the future maintenance of this extension of the trail and the allocation of responsibilities for the
two agencies.

This Initial Study evaluates the County of San Bernardino Regional Parks Department (Regional Parks)
and County of San Bernardino Department of Public Works (Public Works) proposed construction of an
approximately 3.9-mile linear extension of the Santa Ana River Trail (SART) within the City of Redlands
and within an unincorporated area of the County within the East Valley Corridor Specific Plan. The SART
is a regional recreational trail; segments of the trail within San Bernardino County have been constructed
in various sections (phases). The proposed section of the SART evaluated in this IS/MND is SART Phase
IV, Reach A (“proposed Project”); the trail would begin on the west side of California Street and terminate
at Orange Street in the City of Redlands. Portions of the alignment would occur on the southern bluffs of
the Santa Ana River and are within unincorporated areas of the County. From Pioneer Avenue to
Domestic Avenue and from Texas Street east to Orange Avenue the alignment would occur on unpaved
roads, and the remaining portions of the alignment would occur on local streets and on other properties
within the City of Redlands and within an unincorporated area of the County within the East Valley
Corridor Specific Plan. The proposed Project would serve as the connection between the completed
Phase Il of the trail and the future Phase IV Reaches B and C.

Exhibit 1, Regional Location, shows the location of SART Phase IV, Reach A in the context of the region.
Exhibit 2, Project Site and Vicinity, is an aerial photograph showing the extent of the Reach A along the
Santa Ana River, streets, and other properties. Exhibit 3 shows the location of all reaches of the SART
Phase IV. Exhibit 4 shows the alignment from California Street along the river bluff to just east of the
California Street Landfill; Exhibit 5 shows the alignment from eastern edge of the California Street Landfill
to Alabama Street; Exhibit 6 shows the alignment along Alabama Street including Option 1 and Option
2; Exhibit 7 shows the alignment from Alabama Street to Pioneer Avenue with a crossing under the 1-210
Freeway; Exhibit 8 shows the alignment along Pioneer Street, Tennessee Street and Domestic Avenue;
Exhibit 9 shows the alignment along Domestic Avenue to Texas Street; and Exhibit 10 shows the
alignment from Texas Street through to Orange Avenue.
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County of San Bernardino Department of Public Works
Santa Ana River Trail Phase IV, Reach INITIAL STUDY

SECTION 2 - REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

The County of San Bernardino Department of Public Works has identified that the Santa Ana River Trail
Phase IV, Reach A Project meets the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines
Section 15378 definition of a Project. CEQA Guidelines Section 15378 defines a Project as the following:

"Project” means the whole of an action, which has a potential for resulting in either a direct physical
change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment.

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code Sections
21000-21177), this Initial Study has been prepared to determine potentially significant impacts upon the
environment resulting from the construction, operation and maintenance of the Santa Ana River Trall
Phase IV, Reach A Project (hereinafter referred to as the "Project” or “proposed Project”). In accordance
with Section 15063 of the State CEQA Guidelines, this Initial Study is a preliminary analysis prepared by
the San Bernardino County Flood Control District (District) as Lead Agency to inform the Lead Agency
decision makers, other affected agencies, and the public of potential environmental impacts associated
with the implementation of the proposed Project.

Initial Study Organization

This Initial Study is organized as follows:
Introduction: Provides the regulatory context for the review along a brief summary of the CEQA process.

Project Information: Provides fundamental Project information, such as the Project description, Project
location and figures.

Lead Agency Determination: ldentifies environmental factors potentially affected by the Project and
identifies the Lead Agency's determination based on the initial evaluation.

Mitigated Negative Declaration: Prepared when a determination can be made that no significant
environmental effects will occur because revisions to the Project have been made or mitigation measures
will be implemented which will reduce all potentially significant impacts to less than significant levels.

Evaluating Environmental Impacts: Provides the parameters the County uses when determining level
of impact.

CEQA Checklist: Provides an environmental checklist and accompanying analysis for responding to
checklist questions.

References: Includes a list of references and various resources utilized in preparing the analysis.
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SECTION 3 — DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Project Background

The County of San Bernardino Regional Parks Department (Regional Parks) with the assistance of the
County of San Bernardino Department of Public Works (Public Works) proposes to construct an
approximately 3.9-mile long section of the Santa Ana River Trail (SART) on the southern bank of the
Santa Ana River and local streets in the City of Redlands and unincorporated County areas (Exhibit 1).
The SART is a regional recreational trail; segments of the trail within San Bernardino County have been
constructed in various sections (phases) with projects named sequentially.

Project Location

The proposed section of the SART is SART Phase IV, Reach A, the trail would begin on the west side of
California Street in the City of Redlands and terminate at Orange Street (Exhibit 2).

Project Characteristics

Project construction would begin near the northerly terminus of California Street and continue north for
approximate 900 feet where it will connect to the easterly terminus of SART Phase Il on the south side
of the Santa Ana River and continue east along the river bluff for approximately one-mile to Alabama
Street. Along Alabama Street there are two options for the trail alignment; Option 1 would continue south
along the westside of Alabama Street to Pioneer Street; Option 2 would cross Alabama Street just south
of River Bluff Avenue (at an existing signal) and continue south along the eastside of Alabama Street to
Pioneer Street. In both options, the trail transitions from the river bluff to local city streets and continues
south toward Pioneer Avenue. At Pioneer Avenue Option 1 would cross at an existing traffic signal at the
intersection of Alabama Street and Pioneer Avenue; Option 2 would continue south along the eastside
to Pioneer Avenue. In both options, the alignment would continue along the northside of Pioneer Avenue
for approximately 0.5 miles then pass underneath State Route 210 (SR-210) and continue east toward
Citrus Valley High School. The trail would proceed north along the west high school fence line and
continue east to Domestic Avenue (an unpaved road immediately north of the high school fence line).
The trail would continue east along Domestic Avenue to Texas Street. From the intersection of Domestic
Avenue and Texas Street the trail is proposed to continue north on the west side of Texas Street for
approximately one-quarter mile. The alignment will then cross Texas Street and continue east through
an abandoned citrus orchard/grove to Israel Beal Park.

The trail segments along the river bluff would consist of a Class 1, 10-foot wide asphalt/concrete trail and
2-foot graded shoulder on each side of the asphalt/concrete trail; on the existing right-of-way the existing
road surfaces would be widened where possible to accommodate a modified Class | bicycle lane. Under
existing conditions portions of Pioneer Avenue does not have curb and gutter; where possible ultimate
curb and gutter would be constructed as part of the proposed Project.

Class | is defined by the Caltrans design standards and has specific trail width requirements, shoulder
requirements, etc. EXxisting right-of-way is limited at certain locations of the alignment; therefore, along
these portions of the alignment, a modified Class | would be constructed. Specific modifications are not
known at this time. However, it is likely that the trail width of 10-feet would be accommodated but other
aspects such as the full width requirement for shoulders may not.

In general, construction activities associated with development of the proposed Project would include:
earthwork including excavation and grading; construction of embankments and/or retaining walls;
construction of storm drains, headwalls, and slope protection; construction of asphalt concrete dike, curb
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and gutter; installation of fencing, railing, access gates, trail delineators, and signage; painting of
pavement striping and pavement markings; and, construction of appurtenant features.

Equipment staging and borrow/disposal during Project construction may potentially occur at: (1) at
various locations within the disturbed vacant lands on the river bluff; (2) on disturbed road shoulders
and/or existing street right-of-way on the east side of Alabama Street north of River Bluff Avenue; (3) on
the Domestic Avenue right-of-way ; and, (4) at Israel Beal Park (see Exhibits 4 through 10 for anticipated
construction staging areas).

The area of potential effects (APE) for the Project includes all areas subject to direct effects from
construction activities and is mapped with a 25-foot buffer area surrounding the maximum construction
impact area, with the exception of where the trail is located within an existing roadway alignment. The
APE for the segments of the trail within roadway alignments is mapped as the roadway right-of-way
boundary (see Exhibits 4 — 10).

Project Timing
Construction would begin in 2020 and would take approximately six months to complete.
Regulatory Requirements, Permits, and Approvals

Construction of Reach A would require approvals from the City of Redlands to develop the trail on the
City’s existing right-of-way and may also require acquisition of right-of-way from private property owners.

Additionally, portions of the proposed trail alignment overlap or are located in close proximity to United
States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) designated critical habitat.

Equipment Staging Areas

Equipment staging and borrow/disposal during Project construction may potentially occur at: (1) at
various locations within the disturbed vacant lands on the river bluff; (2) on disturbed road shoulders
and/or existing street right-of-way on the east side of Alabama Street north of River Bluff Avenue; (3) on
the Domestic Avenue right-of-way ; and, (4) at Israel Beal Park (see Exhibits 4 through 10 for anticipated
construction staging areas).

Operation and Maintenance

Upper Santa Ana Wash Land Management and Habitat Conservation Plan (Wash Plan)

The SART Phase IV is a covered activity in the Wash Plan. However, because the trail alignment
identified in the Wash Plan was conceptual, portions of the presently proposed alignment fall outside of
the Wash Plan area. The Wash Plan identifies mitigation measures to off-set the impacts to the five
covered species as well as sensitive and general biological resources in this area of San Bernardino
County. The Wash Plan has not yet been adopted; however, the relevant measures provided in the Wash
Plan are applicable and recommended for the proposed Project in the event the final Wash Plan is not
adopted. The construction, operation, and maintenance of local trails is covered by the Wash Plan and
is considered a conditionally compatible use; trails are permissible following preparation of a regional
Trail Management Plan and its subsequent approval by the Wildlife Agencies. A draft of the Wash Plan
Trails Master Plan was published in 2016; the plan would be finalized and approved concurrent with the
Wash Plan approvals. Should the Wash Plan be approved prior to construction of the proposed Project;
the County would complete a Consistency Determination to obtain coverage for potential impacts to
covered species and habitat under the Wash Plan.

January 2020 15



County of San Bernardino Department of Public Works
Santa Ana River Trail Phase IV, Reach INITIAL STUDY

A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the County of San Bernardino and City of Redlands
shall be prepared to address the future maintenance of this extension of the trail and the allocation of
responsibilities for the two agencies to ensure that incidental trash is routinely collected.

Project Design Features

The final design of the SART facilities would be completed in accordance with the guidance and
requirements of the Caltrans Highway Design Manual, Chapter 1000, “Bikeway Planning and Design.”
Existing right-of-way are limited at certain locations of the alignment, and for these portions, a modified
Class | bicycle lane is proposed. Additionally, portions of Pioneer Avenue would have ultimate curb and
gutter constructed as part of the proposed Project. Construction of the Project would follow Caltrans
design standards and specific trail width requirements and shoulder requirements to reduce impacts.

The proposed Project would be reviewed and approved by the City of Redlands to ensure that the final
design conforms to applicable policies of Chapter 5 of the General Plan including but not limited to the
multi-path policies as related to Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Vehicular Movement (Redlands 2017a). No
hazards due to a design features of the trail are anticipated.
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SECTION 4 — ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM

1.

Project Title:
Lead Agency Name:

Address:

Contact Person:

Project Location:

Topographic Quad
(USGS 7.5"):

Topographic Quad Coordinates:

Latitude/Longitude

Site Access:

Project Sponsor:

Name and Address:

General Plan/Zoning
Designation:

Project Description Summary:

Santa Ana River Trail (SART) Phase IV, Reach A
County of San Bernardino Department of Public Works

825 East Third Street
San Bernardino, California 92415-0835

Arnold Gerber, Planner I
Email: Arnold.Gerber@dpw.sbcounty.gov
Phone: 909-387-7802

General Project Location

The proposed Project would be located along the southern
bank of the Santa Ana River, along local streets and other
properties in the City of Redlands and unincorporated San
Bernardino County. The proposed 3.9-mile trail would begin
on the west side of California Street in the City of Redlands
and terminate at Orange Street (Exhibit 2).

Redlands
01S, 03W, Section 15, 16, and 17

34°05'17.0” N, Longitude117°13'34.0"W/

34°05'08.7"N, Longitude: 117°10'59.4"W

Is available from the California Street cul-de-sac. The end use
of the trail is for passive recreation, thus vehicular access
roads are not proposed.

Department of Public Works
County of San Bernardino Regional Parks Department
825 E 3" Street, San Bernardino, CA 92415

Open Space; Industrial; Agriculture; Planned Residential
Development (see Exhibits 5 through 11)

The County of San Bernardino Regional Parks Department (Regional Parks) with the assistance of
the County of San Bernardino Department of Public Works (Public Works) proposes to construct
an approximately 3.9-mile long section of the Santa Ana River Trail (SART) on the southern bank
of the Santa Ana River, within local streets, and on other properties as shown in Exhibit 2. On the
westerly end of Reach A, the trail would connect to the Santa Ana Trail Phase IlIl; on the east, the
trail would connect to the SART Phase IV Reach B. The SART is a regional recreational trail;
segments of the trail within San Bernardino County have been constructed in various sections
(phases) with projects named sequentially. Details of the Project are further discussed in Section

3.
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Environmental/Existing Site Conditions:

The Project area includes the proposed trail alignment consisting of a 3.9-mile linear section of the
Santa Ana River Trail (SART) identified as Phase IV Reach A. The proposed trail alignment is within
the City of Redlands limits, except for the segment that travels south on Alabama Street and west
on Pioneer Avenue, which occurs within unincorporated County area. Portions of the alignment
would occur on the southern bluffs of the Santa Ana River. From Pioneer Avenue to Domestic
Avenue and from Texas Street east to Orange Avenue the alignment would occur on unpaved
roads, and the remaining portions of the alignment would occur on local streets and on other
properties within the City of Redlands and within an unincorporated area of the County within the
East Valley Corridor Specific Plan. Equipment staging and borrow/disposal during Project
construction may potentially occur at: (1) various locations within the disturbed vacant lands on the
river bluff; (2) on disturbed road shoulders and/or existing street right-of-way on the east side of
Alabama Street north of River Bluff Avenue; (3) on the Domestic Avenue right-of-way; and (4) at
Israel Beal Park (see Exhibits 4 through 10 for anticipated construction staging areas).

Surrounding land uses and setting:

Portions of the proposed Project occur along the southern bluffs of the Santa Ana River; portions
from Pioneer Avenue to Domestic Avenue and from Texas Street east to Orange Avenue would
occur on unpaved roads, and other portions of the alignment are proposed on local streets and on
other properties. Table 1 provides a list of surrounding land uses for each of the segments along
Reach A as shown in Exhibits 5 through 10.

Table 1
Surrounding Land Uses
SART Phase IV — Reach A

Portion of Alignment Corresponding | Surrounding Surrounding | Surrounding Surrounding
Exhibit Land Uses to Land Uses to Land Uses Land Uses to
the North the South to the East the West
California St along river Exhibit 4 Vacant land/ | California St | California St | Vacant land,
bluff Santa Ana | landfill landfill; East Valley
River Corridor  multi-
use trail
River bluff to Alabama St Exhibit 5 Vacant Wastewater Vacant land Vacant land
land/Santa Ana | Treatment
River Plant; vacant
land
Alabama St Options 1 & 2 Exhibit 6 Vacant land Vacant land Vacant land Vacant land;
commercial uses
Alabama St to Pioneer Exhibit 7 Vacant land; | Vacant land; | Vacant land Vacant land
Ave and Undercrossing at light industrial | light industrial
1-210 Freeway —warehouse; |- | —warehouse; |-
210 Freeway 210 Freeway
Pioneer Ave to Exhibit 8 Vacant land; | Vacant land; | Citrus Valley | Vacant land
Tennessee St and agriculture Citrus  Valley | High School
Domestic Ave High School
Domestic  Avenue to Exhibit 9 Vacant land; | Citrus Valley | Vacantland Vacant land;
Texas St agriculture High School agriculture
Texas St to Orange St Exhibit 10 Vacant land; | Vacant land; | Vacantland Vacant land;
recreational single-family single-family
(Gun Range) residential residential
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As identified in the City of Redlands Zoning Map, zoning designations traversed by the trail and/or
immediately adjacent to the alignment include: Open Space, Industrial, Agriculture and Planned
Residential Development (Redlands 2018). As identified in the City of Redlands General Plan, land
use designations traversed and/or immediately adjacent to the trail alignment include: Agriculture,
Public Institutional, Open Space, East Valley (EV) Special Development, (EV) Regional Industrial,
(EV) Commercial General, Commercial/Industrial, Public/Institutional, Low and Very Low Density
Residential, and Parks (Redlands 2017). The City of Redlands Land Use designations along each
of the segments are shown on Exhibits 5 through 10.

The portion of the trail alignment that occurs in an unincorporated County area, is identified within
the County General Plan as occurring in the East Valley Corridor Specific Plan with designations of
East Valley Special Development, and East Valley Regional Industrial.

10. Other public agencies whose approval is required:

Federal:
e None

State Agencies:

e None

City/County Agencies:

City of Redlands, Encroachment Permits
Upper Santa Ana Wash Land Management and Habitat Conservation Plan (Wash Plan)

The SART Phase IV is a covered activity in the Wash Plan. However, because the trail alignment
identified in the Wash Plan was conceptual, portions of the presently proposed alignment fall
outside of the Wash Plan area. The Wash Plan identifies mitigation measures to off-set the impacts
to the five covered species as well as sensitive and general biological resources in this area of San
Bernardino County. The Wash Plan has not yet been adopted; however, the relevant measures
provided in the Wash Plan are applicable and recommended for the proposed Project in the event
the final Wash Plan is not adopted. The construction, operation, and maintenance of local trails is
covered by the Wash Plan and is considered a conditionally compatible use; trails are permissible
following preparation of a regional Trail Management Plan and its subsequent approval by the
Wildlife Agencies. A draft of the Wash Plan Trails Master Plan was published in 2016; the plan
would be finalized and approved concurrent with the Wash Plan approvals. Should the Wash Plan
be approved prior to construction of the proposed Project; the County would complete a
Consistency Determination to obtain coverage for potential impacts to covered species and habitat
under the Wash Plan.

Financing Approval or Participation Agreements:

e None
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11.

12.

Have California Native American tribes traditionally affiliated with the project arearequested
consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, is there a plan for
consultation?

In September 2017, the County of San Bernardino Department of Public Works Environmental
Management Division mailed Project notices in accordance with AB 52 to the following tribes:
Gabrielefio Band of Mission Indians — Kizh Nation; San Manuel Band of Mission Indians; and,
Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians. The San Manuel Band of Mission Indians expressed interest in
the Project and requested further consultation. No response was received from the Gabrielefio
Band of Mission Indians — Kizh Nation or Soboba Band of Luisefio Indians. Measures as
recommended by the consulting Tribe have been incorporated into the Proposed Project in sections
V and VXII of this document.

Lead Agency Discretionary Actions:

Discretionary actions that may be taken by the Lead Agency include, but are not limited to, the
following:

e Board of Supervisors, certification of environmental documentation
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least
one impact requiring mitigation to be reduced to a level that is less than significant as indicated in the
checklist on the following pages.

Agricultural / Forest

(] | Aesthetics ] ReSOUICeS (] | Air Quality
[] | Biological Resources [] | Cultural Resources (] | Energy
. " Hazards / Hazardous
(] | Geology / Soils [] | Greenhouse Gas Emissions | [] Materials
| gﬁgzict)lxogy / Water (] | Land Use/ Planning (] | Mineral Resources
[ | Noise (] | Population / Housing (] | Public Services
. . Tribal Cultural
[] | Recreation (] | Transportation O ReSOUIGeS
Utilities / Service , : Mandatory Findings of
u Systems ] 1 | wildfire O Significance

LEAD AGENCY DETERMINATION

On the basis of this initial evaluation, the following finding is made:

The proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

X | Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not
be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed
to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

The proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

The proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant
unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately
analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the
effects that remain to be addressed.

Although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated
pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation
measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

%Mﬁb Fiadhad i 5/ 2020

’

SignatﬁreTHaroId Zamora, P.E., Chief] aate
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1. AESTHETICS

Potentially Less Than Less Than

Significant Significant with Significant No Impact

Impact Mitigation Impact
p Incorporated P

Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099,
would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? X

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings X
within a state scenic highway?

c) Substantially degrade an existing visual character or
quality of public views of the site and its surroundings?
(Public views are those that are experienced from publicly

accessible vantage points.) If the projectis in an urbanized X
area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and
other regulations governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which X

would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

(Check [] if project is located within a view-shed of any Scenic Route listed in the General Plan):

Environmental Setting

The proposed Santa Ana River Trail (SART) identified as Phase 1V, Reach A is located along the southern
bluffs of the Santa Ana River, on unpaved roads, on local streets and along other properties within the
City of Redlands and within an unincorporated area of the County within the East Valley Corridor Specific
Plan. Regionally the Project Site is located approximately 60 miles northeast of Los Angeles and 45 miles
west of Palm Springs, nestled against the backdrop of the San Bernardino Mountains in San Bernardino
County. The City of Redlands is bound by the Santa Ana River, the City of Highland, and the San
Bernardino Mountains to the north, Crafton Hills and the City of Yucaipa to the east, the northern
boundary of Riverside County to the south, and the cities of Loma Linda and San Bernardino to the west
(City of Redlands 2017a).

The California Scenic Highway Program protects and enhances the scenic beauty of California’s
highways and adjacent corridors. A highway can be designated as scenic based on how much natural
beauty can be seen by users of the highway, the quality of the scenic landscape, and if development
impacts the enjoyment of the view. The proposed Project is located approximately 1.6 miles north of
Interstate 10 (I-10) and 1.0 miles east of State Route 210 (SR-210) which are not designated as state
scenic highways by California Scenic Highway Mapping System (Caltrans 2018).

The Project area is characterized by its backdrop mountain scenery with views of the San Bernardino
Mountains and the Santa Ana River. As identified in the Land Use Map within the City of Redlands
General Plan, land use designations traversed and/or immediately adjacent to the trail alignment include:
Agriculture, Public Institutional, Open Space, East Valley (EV) Special Development, (EV) Regional
Industrial, (EV) Commercial General, Commercial/Industrial, Public/Institutional, Low and Very Low
Density Residential, and Parks (Redlands 2017a). The County of San Bernardino General Plan identifies
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the Project area as occurring in the East Valley Corridor Specific Plan with designations of East Valley
Special Development, and East Valley Regional Industrial.

Impact Analysis

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

No Impact. The proposed trail alignment is surrounded by scenic views of the Santa Ana River and the
foothills of the San Bernardino Mountains to the north. The objective of the proposed Project is to enhance
access to recreational opportunities in the region by providing a multi-use trail that will ultimately provide
access to the Santa Ana River Wash and scenic views of the San Bernardino Mountains. The trail
segments along the river bluff would consist of a Class 1, 10-foot wide asphalt/concrete trail and 2-foot
graded shoulder on each side of the asphalt/concrete trail; on the existing right-of-way the existing road
surfaces would be widened where possible to accommodate a modified Class | bicycle lane. The above-
mentioned Project elements are not anticipated to affect the viewshed or scenic vista of the site and in
turn would enhance accessibility for non-motorized vehicles (e.g. bicycles). No impact is anticipated.

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and
historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

No Impact. The proposed trail alignment is located approximately 1.6 miles north of Interstate 10 (I-10)
and crosses under State Route 210 (SR-210), neither of which are designated as state scenic highways
by the California Scenic Highway Mapping System (Caltrans 2018). State Highway 330 is the closest
eligible State Scenic Highway, 3 miles north of the proposed Project. No impact is anticipated.

c) Substantially degrade an existing visual character or quality of public views of the site and its
surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced from publicly accessible vantage points.)
If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other
regulations governing scenic quality?

No Impact. The proposed 3.9-mile trail alignment lies along the southern bluffs of the Santa Ana River
Wash and within developed urban areas. The proposed Project will ultimately assist in the continuation
of the existing SART to the east. As described in the response to I(a) above, the objective of the proposed
Project is to provide regional connectivity along the SART, ultimately providing access to scenic vistas of
the Santa Ana River Wash and San Bernardino Mountains through the completion of this phase of the
SART. These improvements would not substantially degrade the visual character or quality of the
surroundings. No impact is anticipated.

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime
views in the area?

No Impact. The proposed Project does not incorporate lighting. Therefore, no new sources of substantial
light or glare, which would adversely affect day or nighttime view in the area, would result from the
proposed Project. No impact is anticipated.

Mitigation Measures:

None.
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Aesthetics Impact Conclusions:

No significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required.
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2. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

Potentially Significant with Less Than
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact
Incorporated

No Impact

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to
the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site
Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Dept.
of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing
impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determining
whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland,
are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may
refer to information compiled by the California Department
of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s
inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range
Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment
project; and forest carbon measurement methodology
provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air
Resources Board. Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland or Farmland
of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and X
Monitoring Program of the California Resources
Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a X
Williamson Act contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public X
Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by Government
Code section 51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest X
land to non-forest use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment
which, due to their location or nature, could result in X
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

(Check [] if project is located in the Important Farmlands Overlay):

Environmental Setting

The proposed Project is located along the southern bluffs of the Santa Ana River, on unpaved roads, and
on local streets and properties within the City of Redlands, with the exception of the segment going south
on Alabama Street and west on Pioneer Avenue which is within unincorporated County area. Portions of
the proposed Project traverse properties with a land use designation of Agriculture, in the City of
Redlands General Plan, (Redlands 2017a). Prime farmland, mapped by the California Farmland Mapping
and Monitoring Program (FMMP), occurs at various locations along the proposed alignment according to
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the California Department of California (CDC). Specifically, prime farmland occurs at: (1) the east and
west side of Alabama Street between Palmetto Avenue and Pioneer Avenue; (2) existing citrus grove on
the west side of Citrus Valley High School; and, (3) the citrus groves on the north side of the unpaved
Domestic Avenue west of Texas Street (CDC 2017). Other FMMP designations along the proposed
alignment include Urban and Built-Up Land and Grazing Land.

Impact Analysis

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

Less than Significant. The Project site is located mostly on land that is designated as Open Space and
within the existing street right-of-way in the City of Redlands (Redlands 2018). According to the California
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP) Important Farmlands Map for San Bernardino
County, the proposed Project would be located within land designated as Urban and Built-Up Land, Prime
Farmland, and Grazing Land (CDC 2017). Prime Farmland within the City of Redlands occurs at the
existing citrus grove on the west side of Citrus Valley High School and at the citrus groves on the north
side of the unpaved Domestic Avenue west of Texas Street. The City of Redlands General Plan Update
and Climate Action Plan EIR (Redlands, 2017b) has identified the loss of up to 200 acres of Prime
Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, or Unique Farmland designations under the FMMP
program as an unavoidable impact. The affected farmland is mainly located where non-contiguous
agricultural uses are interspersed with more intensive uses. Policies in the City of Redland’s General
Plan provide a framework to ensure the continued existence of agricultural uses for as long as such use
is financially feasible.

The area designated as Prime Farmland occurs within the East Valley Corridor Specific Plan occurs
along Alabama Street. Proposed street widening to ultimate right-of-way on Alabama Street may require
removal of orange trees on the east, and potentially west, side of the street between Palmetto Avenue
and Pioneer Avenue (CDC 2019). There are two options for the trail alignment along this street (see
Exhibit 6-7); Option 1 would continue south along the westside of Alabama Street to Pioneer Street and
cross to the east side of Alabama Street at an existing traffic signal at the intersection of Alabama Street
and Pioneer Avenue. In this scenario, the portion of the alignment zoned as Commercial General within
the East Valley Corridor Specific Plan would potentially remove orange trees from locations where the
right-of-way is not built out to ultimate conditions. Potential re-planting of the trees would occur as feasible
elsewhere within the same property. In Option 2, the alignment would cross Alabama Street just south of
River Bluff Avenue (at an existing signal) and continue south along the eastside of Alabama Street to
Pioneer Avenue. Both options would ultimately continue east and pass underneath State Route 210 (SR-
210) to the Citrus Valley High School. In Option 2, a staging area is proposed within the existing paved
road right-of-way on the east side of Alabama Street just north of River Bluff Avenue. Staging would occur
in front of a Home Depot Distribution Center and no disturbance to the existing landscape is anticipated.

Potentially affected Prime Farmland occurs at three locations: (1) the east and west side of Alabama
Street between Palmetto Avenue and Pioneer Avenue; (2) existing citrus grove on the west side of Citrus
Valley High School; and, (3) the citrus groves on the north side of the unpaved Domestic Avenue west of
Texas Street (CDC 2017). The City of Redlands General Plan (Redlands 2017a) encourages buildout of
public outdoor recreational facilities including, the Santa Ana River Trail buildout. The City’s goals
encourage actions towards the improvement of bicycle routes throughout the City and for improved trail
linkages along the Santa Ana River in order to provide intra-city and regional connections. The County
of San Bernardino General Plan also identifies the functionality and convenience of a transportation
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system for bicycles, pedestrians, and horses as one of its goals. It promotes the extension, enhancement,
and increased connectivity of trail systems throughout the County (Goals CI6 and OS-2). Therefore, the
portions of the trail alignment that fall within the prime farmland designation would be enhanced by the
proposed Project and would further develop the visions of both the City and County’s General Plans.
Development of the proposed trail alignment may require removal of citrus trees within land designated
as Prime Farmland, specifically along the east and west side of Alabama Street, at the citrus grove west
of Citrus Valley High School, and on the west side of Texas Street. Citrus trees would be removed from
both private property and from the street right-of-way where the right-of-way is not built out to ultimate
conditions (portions of Alabama Avenue and Texas Street). Although portions of the alignment, as
described above, occur in Prime Farmland, the proposed trail alignment would not convert Prime
Farmland into a non-farmland use. Citrus trees removed to allow for construction access would be
replaced upon completion of the trail. Therefore, the proposed Project would not directly impact any State
of California Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program designation of Unique Farmland, Farmland of
Statewide Importance, Prime Farmland, or Grazing Land by converting to non-agricultural uses. A less
than significant impact is anticipated.

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract?

No Impact. The Project site is located mostly on land that is designated as Open Space and within the
existing right-of-way in the City of Redlands (City of Redlands 2018). The SART Phase IV, Reach A
alignment is not proposed on or adjacent to property identified under the Williamson Act contract. As
such, the proposed Project will not conflict with an established Williamson Act contract (CDC 2017).

¢) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources
Code section 12220(qg)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section 51104(g))?

No Impact. As identified in the City of Redlands General Plan Land Use Map, land use designations
traversed and/or immediately adjacent to portions of the trail alignment that occur within the City of
Redlands include: Agriculture, Public Institutional, Open Space, East Valley (EV) Special Development,
(EV) Regional Industrial, (EV) Commercial General, Commercial/Industrial, Public/Institutional, Low and
Very Low Density Residential, and Parks (Redlands 2017a). Additionally, as identified in the City of
Redlands Zoning Map, zoning designations traversed by the trail and/or immediately adjacent to the
alignment include: Open Space, Industrial, Agriculture, and Planned Residential Development.
(Redlands 2018).

The portion of the trail alignment that occurs in an unincorporated County area is identified within the
County General Plan as occurring in the East Valley Corridor Specific Plan with designations of East
Valley Special Development, and East Valley Regional Industrial. The Project does not conflict with
existing zoning of forest land, timberland, or timberland zone production. Therefore, no impact is
anticipated.

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The proposed Project would be located along the southern bluffs of the Santa Ana River, on
unpaved roads, local streets, and other properties along the existing street right-of-way within the City of
Redlands and within an unincorporated area of the County within the East Valley Corridor Specific Plan.
The proposed trail alignment would not be located on forest land. The Project would not result in the loss
of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use. Therefore, no impact is anticipated.
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e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result
in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

Less than Significant. The proposed trail alignment would be located along the southern bluffs of the
Santa Ana River, on unpaved roads, local streets, and other properties along the existing street right-of-
way within the City of Redlands (Exhibit 2) and within an unincorporated area of the County within the
East Valley Corridor Specific Plan. The proposed trail alignment does not cross lands designated as
Farmland or forest land. The proposed Project would not involve other changes that could convert
farmland to non-agricultural use or convert forest land to non-forest use. A less than significant impact is
anticipated.

Mitigation Measures:

None.

Agriculture and Forestry Services Impact Conclusions:

No significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required.
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3. AIR QUALITY

Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact
Incorporated

No Impact

Where available, the significance criteria established by the
applicable air quality management or air pollution control district
may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would

the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air X
quality plan?

b) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the project region is non- X

attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air
quality standard?

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant X
concentrations?
d) Resultin other emissions (such as those leading to odors) X

adversely affecting a substantial number of people?

(Discuss conformity with the South Coast Air Quality Management Plan, if applicable):

Environmental Setting

The Project site is located in the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB). The South Coast Air Quality Management
Disttrict (SCAQMD) has jurisdiction over air quality issues and regulations within the SCAB. To assist
local agencies to determine if a Project’'s emissions could pose a significant threat to air quality, the
SCAQMD has published its Air Quality Rule Book. The air and dust emissions from the implementation
of the Project would be temporary, occurring during the excavation and grading activities. These were
measured based on the SCAQMD standards and evaluated against the most recent thresholds
applicable.

Impact Analysis

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

Less Than Significant: Development of the project involves the disturbance of an approximate 3.9-mile
alignment for construction of a section of the Santa Ana River Trail (SART). The trail would begin on the
west side of California Street in the City of Redlands and terminate at Orange Street. A Class | Bikeway
will be developed as a ten-foot wide asphalt trail with an adjacent unpaved two-foot decomposed granite
shoulder to accommodate non-motorized modes of transportation and pedestrians. Upon completion of
earthmoving activities, no permanent emissions would occur from the proposed SART. Therefore, the
project will not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the SCAQMD Air Quality Management Plan
(AQMD) or any other applicable air quality plans. No significant impacts are anticipated.

b) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project region
is hon-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard?

Less Than Significant. The proposed project individually would not exceed any SCAQMD thresholds
for criteria pollutants. The County of San Bernardino General Plan EIR concluded that continued
development would contribute to pollutant levels in the San Bernardino valley, which already exceed
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State and Federal air quality criteria. Findings on potentially significant impacts of the General Plan
indicated that policies contained in the General Plan and mitigation measures in the EIR are expected to
reduce emissions associated with future development. However, even after application of these policies
and mitigation measures, the General Plan when viewed as a whole project, is expected to generate
emissions levels that would exceed the SCAQMD thresholds for criteria pollutants, resulting in a
significant unavoidable adverse air quality impact. A Statement of Overriding Considerations for the
General Plan EIR was adopted by the County Council.

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Less Than Significant. Development of the improvements would require earthmoving, importing and
exporting, and other activities such as material handling and compacting. As the area is prepared,
sections of the SART will be constructed.

The project’s proposed earthwork activities were screened for emission generation using SCAQMD “Rule
Book” guidelines, and SCAQMD Off-Road Mobile Source Emissions Factors (2019). These tables are used
to generate emissions estimates for development projects. The criteria pollutants screened for included:
reactive organic gases (ROG), nitrous oxides (NO,), carbon monoxide (CO), and particulates (PM1o and
PM_s). Two of these, ROG and NOy, are 0zone precursors.

Construction Emissions

Construction earthwork emissions are considered short-term, temporary emissions and are estimated in
Tables 2 and 3. The following construction parameters were assumed:

SART Earthwork Activities, Typical daily equipment:

o 1 Water Truck operating 2 hours per day
e 1 Loader operating 8 hours per day
e 2 Other Material Handling Equipment operating 8 hours per day

Import of Material
e The import of approximately

0 3,000 CY of Asphalt
0 600 CY of Concrete
0 6,000 CY of Decomposed Granite
0 1,800 CY of Rip Rap
o 3,500 CY of fill material
e Approximately 20-mile haul distance (roundtrip)
¢ 1 Loader/Backhoe operating 8 hours per day
e 4 street legal haul trucks operating per hour, 32 trips per day.
e 2 Other Material Handling Equipment operating 8 hours per day
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Table 2
SART Earthwork Activities
(Pounds per Day)

Source! ROG | NOx Cco PMio PM2s

Water Truck 0.1 0.8 0.7 0.0 0.0

Loader 0.6 4.2 3.5 0.2 0.2

Other Material Handling Equipment | 1.0 6.4 5.6 0.6 0.6
Totals (Ibs/day) 1.7 114 9.8 0.8 0.8

SCAQMD Threshold 75 100 550 150 55

Significant No No No No No

1 SCAQMD Off-Road Mobile Source Emissions Factors (2019)
Table 3
Construction Emissions
“Import”
(Pounds per Day)
Source ROG | NOx CcoO PMio | PMa2s

Loader! 0.6 4.2 3.5 0.2 0.5
Other Material Handling Equipment* 1.0 6.4 5.6 0.6 0.6
Haul Trucks? 0.8 8.9 3.6 0.8 0.8
Totals (Ibs/day) 2.4 19.5 12.7 1.6 1.6
SCAQMD Threshold 75 100 550 150 55
Significant No No No No No

1 SCAQMD Off-Road Mobile Source Emissions Factors (2019)

2 Emission Factors for On-Road Heavy-Heavy Duty Diesel Trucks (2019)

As shown in Tables 2 and 3 project emissions would not exceed SCAQMD thresholds.
Compliance with SCAQMD Rules 402 and 403

Although the proposed project does not exceed SCAQMD thresholds for construction emissions, the
County Public Works Department (“project proponent”) is required to comply with all applicable
SCAQMD rules and regulations as the SCAB is in hon-attainment status for suspended particulates
(PM1o). The project shall comply with, Rules 402 nuisance, and 403 fugitive dust, which require the
implementation of Best Available Control Measures (BACM) for each fugitive dust source; and the
AQMP, which identifies Best Available Control Technologies (BACT) for area sources and point
sources, respectively. This would include, but not be limited to the following BACMs and BACTSs:

1. The project proponent shall ensure that any portion of the site to be graded shall be pre-

watered prior to the onset of grading activities.

I. The project proponent shall ensure that watering of the site or other soil stabilization
method shall be employed on an on-going basis after the initiation of any grading activity on
the site. Portions of the site that are actively being graded shall be watered regularly to ensure
that a crust is formed on the ground surface and shall be watered at the end of each workday.

Il. The project proponent shall ensure that all disturbed areas are treated to prevent erosion.
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lll. The project proponent shall ensure that all grading activities are suspended during first
and second stage ozone episodes or when winds exceed 25 miles per hour.

Exhaust emissions from construction vehicles and equipment and fugitive dust generated by
equipment traveling over exposed surfaces, would increase NOx and PMj levels in the area.
Although the proposed project would not exceed SCAQMD thresholds during construction, the
County will be required to implement the following conditions as required by SCAQMD:

2. To reduce emissions, all equipment used in earthwork must be tuned and maintained to the
manufacturer’s specification to maximize efficient burning of vehicle fuel.

3. The project proponent shall ensure that construction personnel are informed of ride sharing
and transit opportunities.

4. The operator shall maintain and effectively utilize and schedule on-site equipment in order to
minimize exhaust emissions from truck idling.

5. The operator shall comply with all existing and future CARB and SCAQMD regulations related
to diesel-fueled trucks, which may include among others: (1) meeting more stringent emission
standards; (2) retrofitting existing engines with particulate traps; (3) use of low sulfur fuel; and
(4) use of alternative fuels or equipment.

Operational Emissions

Routine operational emissions are not anticipated to be significant as the proposed project is a bike trail.
The project is consistent with the County General Plan. Therefore, less than significant impact is
anticipated.

Sensitive receptors are defined as facilities or land uses that include members of the population that are
particularly sensitive to the effects of air pollutants, such as children, the elderly, and people with
illnesses. Examples of these sensitive receptors are residences, schools, hospitals, and daycare centers.
CARB has identified the following groups of individuals as the most likely to be affected by air pollution:
the elderly over 65, children under 14, athletes, and persons with cardiovascular and chronic respiratory
diseases such as asthma, emphysema, and bronchitis. Sensitive receptors occur at the eastern end of
the proposed trail alignment at Citrus Valley High School via Domestic Avenue and the single-family
residential west of Orange Street.

Construction-Generated Air Contaminants

Construction-related activities would result in temporary, short-term Project-generated emissions of
diesel particulate matter (DPM) from the exhaust of off-road, heavy-duty diesel equipment for site
preparation (e.g., clearing, grading); soil hauling truck traffic; paving; application of architectural coatings;
and other miscellaneous activities. For construction activity, DPM is the primary Toxic Air Contaminant
(TAC) of concern. Particulate exhaust emissions from diesel-fueled engines (i.e., DPM) were identified
as a TAC by the CARB in 1998. The potential cancer risk from the inhalation of DPM, as discussed below,
outweighs the potential for all other health impacts (i.e., non-cancer chronic risk, short-term acute risk)
and health impacts from other TACs. Accordingly, DPM is the focus of this discussion.

Based on the emission modeling conducted the maximum construction-related emissions of exhaust
PM. s, would be 2.4 pounds per day (Table 2 and Table 3) during construction activity (PM.sis considered
a surrogate for DPM because more than 90 percent of DPM is less than 1 microgram in diameter and
therefore is a subset of particulate matter under 2.5 microns in diameter (i.e., PM; ), according to CARB.
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Most PM;s derives from combustion, such as use of gasoline and diesel fuels by motor vehicles.)
Furthermore, even during the most intense month of construction, emissions of DPM would be generated
from different locations on the Project site, rather than a single location, because different types of
construction activities (e.g., site preparation, grading, paving) would not occur at the same place at the
same time.

The dose to which receptors are exposed is the primary factor used to determine health risk (i.e., potential
exposure to TAC emission levels that exceed applicable standards). Dose is a function of the
concentration of a substance or substances in the environment and the duration of exposure to the
substance. Dose is positively correlated with time, meaning that a longer exposure period would result in
a higher exposure level for any exposed receptor. Thus, the risks estimated for an exposed individual are
higher if a fixed exposure occurs over a longer period of time. According to the Office of Environmental
Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA), health risk assessments, which determine the exposure of
sensitive receptors to TAC emissions, should be based on a 70-, 30-, or 9-year exposure period; however,
such assessments should be limited to the period/duration of activities associated with the proposed
Project. Therefore, considering the relatively low mass of DPM emissions that would be generated during
even the most intense season of construction, the relatively short duration of construction activities (less
than 6 months) required to develop the site, and the highly dispersive properties of DPM, construction-
related TAC emissions would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial amounts of air toxics. Impacts
on sensitive receptors from short-term construction activities are anticipated to be less than significant.

Operational Air Contaminants

The proposed Project involves the construction of an approximately 3.9-mile-long section of the SART.
The proposed Project will not include the provision of new permanent stationary or mobile sources of
emissions, and therefore, by its very nature, will not generate quantifiable air toxic emissions from Project
operations. The Project is not anticipated to generate any trips. Because the proposed Project would not
increase traffic volumes at any intersection to more than 100,000 vehicles per day, there is no likelihood
of the Project traffic exceeding CO values. Therefore, the proposed improvement is not anticipated to
impact sensitive receptors. Less than significant impact is anticipated.

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a substantial number
of people?

Less Than Significant: Typically, odors are regarded as an annoyance rather than a health hazard.
However, manifestations of a person’s reaction to foul odors can range from psychological (e.g., irritation,
anger, or anxiety) to physiological (e.g., circulatory and respiratory effects, nausea, vomiting, and
headache). Quality and intensity are two properties present in any odor. The quality of an odor indicates
the nature of the smell experience. Intensity refers to the strength of the odor.

During construction, the proposed Project presents the potential for generation of objectionable odors in
the form of diesel exhaust in the immediate vicinity of the site. However, these emissions are short-term
in nature and will rapidly dissipate and be diluted by the atmosphere downwind of the emission sources.
Additionally, odors would be localized and generally confined to the construction area. Therefore, under
CEQA, construction odors would result in a less than significant impact related to odor emissions.

SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (1993) identifies certain land uses as sources of odors. These
land uses include agriculture (farming and livestock), wastewater treatment plants, food processing
plants, chemical plants, composting facilities, refineries, landfills, dairies, and fiberglass molding. The
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proposed Project would not include any of the land uses that have been identified by the SCAQMD as
odor sources. Therefore, there would be no operational odor impacts from the proposed Project.

Mitigation Measures:

None.

Air Quality Impact Conclusions:

No significant adverse impacts are identified or anticipated, and no mitigation measures are required.
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4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Less Than
Potentially Significant with Less Than
Significant Impact Mitigation Significant Impact
Incorporated

No Impact

Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a
candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or X
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural community identified in local or

regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California X
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal X
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with X
established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or X
ordinance?

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or X
other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation
plan?

X] Check if project is located in the Biological Resources Overlay or Contains habitat for any species
listed in the California Natural Diversity Database

Environmental Setting

A project-specific Focused Biological Assessment (FBA) for the Santa Ana River Trail Phase 1V, Reach
A was prepared by Natural Resources Assessment, Inc. (NRAI) in January 2019. A second survey was
conducted on December 10, 2019 to document any changes in the habitats crossed by the trail since the
last survey conducted on October 24, 2018 and determine how those changes might affect trail design
and use. Both reports are attached to the Initial Study as Appendix A and Appendix A-1 which should be
referred to for more specific detail and exhibits. The findings of the reports are summarized herein.

The proposed Project is located within the Santa Ana River Watershed (Hydrological Unit Code
12-180702030507) along the southern bluffs of the Santa Ana River, local streets, and other properties
along the right-of-way throughout the City of Redlands and within an unincorporated area of the County
within the East Valley Corridor Specific Plan. The Santa Ana River floodplain is located to the north of
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the alignment and consists of largely undeveloped and natural habitat areas. Analysis in the FBA is
partially based on the Upper Santa Ana River Wash Plan (“Wash Plan”) which is intended as a
comprehensive Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) to conserve plant communities, species, and
associated habitats in the southwestern San Bernardino County. The draft of the HCP was published in
January 2018 and is currently out for public review. One of the activities covered by the plan is the Santa
Ana River Tralil, including Reach A. The HCP has identified mitigation measures to off-set the impacts to
five covered species as well as sensitive and general biological resources in this area of San Bernardino
County. Although a final HCP has not yet been adopted; the relevant measures provided in the HCP are
applicable and recommended for the proposed Project in the event the final HCP is not adopted.

Impact Analysis

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. NRAI conducted a Focused Biological
Assessment of the 3.9-mile long segment of the SART Phase IV, Reach A to identify plant communities
and assess the presence of suitable habitat for special-status plant and wildlife species. NRAI reviewed
plant and wildlife species occurring within the Project vicinity and conducted field surveys and
observations of potential habitat for sensitive species. The FBA focused on the proposed trail alignment
and its 25-foot buffer area of potential effect (APE).

The FBA literature search identified several sensitive biological resources to have a potential to occur
within the proposed Project’s vicinity. Based on subsequent field surveys and an evaluation of the FBA
the following plant species have a potential to occur within the proposed trail alignment’s APE: slender-
horned spineflower (Dodecahema leptoceras) and the Santa Ana River woolly star (Eriastrum). The FBA
also identified several special status wildlife species to have a potential to occur within the proposed tralil
alignment. Based on subsequent field surveys and an evaluation by qualified biologists it was determined
that the following wildlife species have a potential to occur within the proposed Project’s trail alignment:
the San Bernardino kangaroo rat (Dipodomys merriami parvus), the California gnatcatcher (Polioptila
californica), and the burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia Hypogea).

Slender-horned Spineflower

The slender-horned spineflower, although a floodplain endemic, is not anticipated within the proposed
Project’s vicinity. The proposed SART Phase IV Reach A alignment mostly follows existing dirt roads and
runs parallel but outside of the road shoulder along paved streets. The proposed trail alignment enters
natural habitats adjacent to the Citrus Valley High School from Pioneer Avenue to Texas Street, and
Texas Street to Israel Beal Park. These sections are in ruderal habitat that has been highly disturbed and
does not support habitat for the slender-horned spineflower. This species is not expected to be present
and will not be impacted by trail construction or use.

Santa Ana River Woolly Star

The Santa Ana River woolly star is a short-lived perennial shrub that only occurs along the Santa Ana
River drainage in San Bernardino County. The FBA survey included searching for this species and
observed no woolly star plants within the footprint of Reach A. No direct impacts to woolly star are
anticipated.
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No individuals of slender-horned spineflower or Santa Ana River woolly star were found along the
alignment of Reach A, and none are expected to occur. However, indirect impacts to slender-horned
spineflower and Santa Ana River woolly star habitat could occur along the California Street to Alabama
Street section of Reach A. Implementation of the mitigation measures below will avoid and/or minimize
potential indirect impacts to these species to less than significant.

San Bernardino Kangaroo Rat

Suitable habitat for the San Bernardino kangaroo rat (SBKR) was identified at various locations within
the Project limits as well as immediately adjacent to the Project limits as summarized below.

California Street to Alabama Street

Suitable habitat occurs in the Santa Ana River along the northern boundary of the construction limits
between California Street and Alabama Street. However, the construction limits do not overlap with the
suitable habitat. Additionally, there is a topographical separation between the proposed construction area
and the suitable habitat. No direct impacts to SBKR are expected from the trail's proposed alignment
between California Street and Alabama Street.

Alabama Street South

Suitable Habitat for SBKR exists on the west and east side of Alabama Street from the river south to the
existing commercial buildings along River Bluff Avenue. The suitable habitat is continuous and includes
the Eriogonum fasciculatum shrubland alliance and open fields on the west side down to the other open
fields and orchards south of River Bluff Avenue. This section of the trail alignment is proposed beyond
the limits of the existing road shoulders within the fields, there is a potential for direct impact to SBKR.

Citrus Valley High School to East End of Israel Beal Park

SBKR has been recorded within the abandoned orchard on the east side of Texas Street (NRAI 2013).
SBKR populations are known along the Santa Ana River and some populations have been found on the
river bluffs such as those immediately north of the proposed trail alignment within this reach. The orchards
on the perimeter of the high school as well as the abandoned orchards east of Texas Street remain
connected to SBKR populations in the Santa Ana River to the north, therefore, SBKR may still either
persist in the orchards or continue to repopulate this area and there is a potential for direct impacts to
SBKR at these locations.

Critical Habitat
The proposed trail alignment crosses into Critical Habitat at three locations:

e The first Critical Habitat location is in the northern section of the California Street to Alabama
Street alignment. It is not clear from the available information if the boundary for the Critical
Habitat includes the joint-use across road. Regardless, suitable SBKR habitat is not present on
the joint-use access road.

e The second Critical Habitat location is where the alignment follows the joint-use access road down
to connect with Alabama Street. The Eriogonum fasciclatum Shrubland Alliance in this area is
entirely within Critical Habitat. Critical Habitat also extends a short way south on either side of
Alabama Street. Suitable habitat for the SBKR is present on the slopes along Alabama Street.
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e The third Critical Habitat location includes what is now Israel Beal Park and existing development
to the south. However, suitable habitat does not exist within the park.

The Santa Ana River is known to support SBKR populations. Construction of SART Phase IV, Reach A
will impact suitable and potentially occupied habitat for the SBKR along Alabama Street, along Pioneer
Avenue east of 1-210, north from Pioneer Avenue along the Citrus Valley High School fence, west to
Texas Street and the abandoned citrus orchards east of Texas Street.

Itis recommended that protocol Presence-or-Absence trapping studies be conducted prior to construction
to determine whether SBKR occupy these areas of the alignment.

Additionally, it is recommended that the following measures from the HCP be implemented:

o Soil temporarily stockpiled during construction will be fenced to exclude SBKR and stockpiles will
be removed within 45 days of the end of construction

¢ A gualified biologist or biological monitor with SBKR expertise will be present when construction
or ground-disturbing activities that could result in take of SBKR occurs, or within 100 meter of
SBKR habitat which is classified as low, medium, or high habitat potential for SBKR in the HCP.

Direct impacts to the SBKR and its habitat would be considered significant and would require consultation
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Indirect impacts to SBKR habitat could occur along the California Street to Alabama Street section of
Reach A. Implementation of mitigation measure BIO-8 and BIO-9 below will avoid and/or minimize
potential indirect impacts to SBKR to less than significant.

California Gnatcatcher

The California gnatcatcher is a small songbird that is a year-round resident of sage scrub communities.
The historical records for the California gnatcatcher are scarce for the San Bernardino County area.
However, the alluvial fan scrub and coastal sage scrub habitats in the Santa Ana River north of the
California Street to Alabama Street extension support suitable habitat for the California gnatcatcher. The
FBA does not identify suitable habitat for the species within the proposed limits of construction; therefore,
there is no direct impact to the species in the form of habitat loss. Construction activity may result in an
indirect impact to the species if construction occurs during the nesting season. However, implementation
of mitigation measures BIO-5 and BIO-7 below will avoid and/or minimize potential indirect impacts to
California gnatcatcher to less than significant.

Burrowing Owl

The burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia hypogea) is a resident species in lowland areas of Southern
California that prefers large flat open areas for nesting and hunting. This species lives in burrows
constructed by other ground-dwelling species in grassy or sparse shrubby habitat and are also known for
taking over other types of burrows, including manmade objects, such as pipes. This species forages low
over the ground surface for insect prey, and seldom flies very high in the air. As a result of coastal
development, the burrowing owl is declining in coastal habitats. The California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW) has designated the burrowing owl as a California Species of Special Concern (CSC).
These species are so designated because “declining population levels, limited ranges and/or continuing
threats have made them vulnerable to extinction.” (California Department of Fish and Wildlife 2018).
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The California Street to Alabama Street section has suitable habitat on either side of the proposed trail
alignment, mostly along the river bluff. There is no suitable habitat immediately within the Project’s
construction limits. The portion of the proposed trail alignment from Pioneer Avenue parallel to but outside
the fence around the Citrus Valley High School and then east to Texas Street also provides suitable
habitat for burrowing owls. No burrowing owls were observed, and no burrows were found adjacent to
this section during the field surveys. However, there may be animals nesting outside the alignment in
either of these two sections that could be indirectly affected by construction. Most of the available habitat
is of low quality, but these areas are located close to the Santa Ana River and open space areas where
the burrowing owls may move into in the future. Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-5 and BIO-
7 below, will avoid and/or minimize potential indirect impacts to burrowing owl to less than significant.

Overall impacts to sensitive biological resources are primarily concerned with the loss of habitat. Most of
Reach A is in close proximity to habitats, but because it follows an existing dirt road/trail or otherwise
disturbed surface, construction of the trail is not expected to have a significant direct impact on sensitive
resources. No direct impacts are expected to occur to sensitive plant communities, habitats or species.

However, indirect impacts to sensitive resources, including one or more of the five species covered in
the HCP, may occur as a result of construction activities. Best Management Practices (BMPs) and
avoidance and minimization measures as recommended in the FBA and listed below shall be
incorporated into the Project.

Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-1 to Bio-17 below would minimize potential impacts to habitat
and wildlife, including potentially occurring special status species, to a less than significant level.

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Less than Significant. Construction activities and expected earthwork would include cut and fill for trail
grading and retaining wall construction. Although the majority of the proposed trail alignment overlies
existing road or flood control right-of-way and mostly disturbed areas, it is anticipated that construction
would require the removal and/or relocation of various trees, shrubs, bushes, and grasses.

The potential vegetation types identified within the SART Phase IV, Reach A alignment include:
Hirschfeldia Herbaceous Semi-Natural Alliance, Agricultural Orchards (Citrus) with a ruderal understory
beneath the trees, and Developed/Disturbed barren areas that do not support plant communities. At the
time of the survey, farmed areas were observed to have no vegetation cover and were dominated by
weeds such as red brome, slender wild oats (Avena barbata), and Russian thistle. Shrubs and tree
species were mostly absent in this community because these areas tend to be subject to high disturbance
levels. Types of disturbance include crop production, grading, disking for fire control, and legal and illegal
uses such as off-roading and dumping of material.

During the December 10, 2019 survey, NRAI found only one change in the environment since the October
24, 2018 survey. The change included a reduction in the area of Hirschfeldia Semi-Natural Alliance
habitat (located west of Alabama Street south to Palmetto Avenue). The southern three-fourths of the
Hirschfeldia Semi-Natural Alliance habitat appeared graded and was undergoing development at the time
of the survey. The northern one-fourth appeared abandoned and still retained Hirschfeldia Semi-Natural
Alliance habitat. If the northern quarter of Hirschfeldia Semi-Natural Alliance habitat remains unused,
then over time it could become marginally suitable habitat for the burrowing owl. As concluded in the
December 16, 2019 Letter Report, since Project construction limits do not include this habitat, any
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impacts to the burrowing owl would be indirect. No new mitigation measures, beyond the initial mitigation
measures provided in the January 2019 FRA, would be recommended.

Reach A begins at the terminus of California Street and continues along a dirt access road which extends
to the bank/levee of the Santa Ana River and turns east along the existing California Street landfill. This
section of the proposed trail alignment travels along the joint-use access dirt road on the levee of the
river past the Redlands Wastewater Treatment Facility to Alabama Street. There is no native habitat
directly along this section of Reach A until just before reaching Alabama Street, where the alignment
passes through a stand of the Eriogonum fasciculatum Shrubland Alliance.

The SART Phase IV, Reach A then travels on Alabama Street south to Pioneer Avenue and then easterly
and under Interstate 210 (I-210). The proposed trail alignment then continues north from Pioneer Avenue
and connects with Domestic Avenue at the northwest corner of Citrus Valley High School which then
turns east on Domestic Avenue to Texas Street. The vegetation alliance along this section is a mix of
ruderal (weedy), agricultural, orchard, and developed/disturbed vegetation.

The proposed trail alignment then travels north on the west side of Texas Street for approximately one-
guarter mile. Vegetation along this section includes orchard on the west and ruderal and
developed/disturbed on the east. Reach A then turns east, crossing Texas Street and continues east
through ruderal habitat and an abandoned citrus orchard. The undergrowth in the former citrus orchard
is dominated by weedy species such as slender wild oats, red brome, short-pod mustard and London
rocket (Sisymbrium irio). There are also stumps of former citrus trees and isolated individuals of
eucalyptus and Mexican elderberry (Sambucus nigra). East of the abandoned orchard an approximately
500-foot segment of the proposed trail alignment, which connects to Israel Beal Park, has been
constructed by a private party and is within a developed/disturbed vegetation type, entirely landscaped
and devoid of native habitat.

The impacts to general biological resources include the loss of ruderal and upland habitats. These
impacts are minimal and are not considered to be significant. No impact to riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural communities were identified in the FBA. Therefore, less than significant impacts are
anticipated to occur.

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands (including, but not limited
to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?

No Impact. The Santa Ana River is under the jurisdiction of the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), the
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW). During the FBA field survey, a small channel on the east side of Texas Street was identified as
potentially under the jurisdiction of the ACOE and RWQCB. Subsequent to the FBA field survey, staff
from the Environmental Management Division of the County coordinated a site visit with regulatory staff
from the ACOE to evaluate jurisdiction. It was determined that the channel consists of a roadside drainage
ditch and is not subject to a ACOE permit as defined in 40 CFR 230.3. The channel does not have
relatively permanent water flows; it is constructed wholly in uplands for the purpose of draining upland
sheet flow; it does not connect a natural drainage feature upstream to a downstream tributary; and, it
does not intersect the groundwater table. Furthermore, vegetation in the drainage is limited to herbaceous
species in the Hirschfeldia Herbaceous Semi-Natural Alliance. The drainage is also considered non-
jurisdictional to the SWRCB under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.
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d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species
or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife
nursery sites?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. A wildlife movement corridor is defined as an
area which joins two or more larger areas of similar wildlife habitat; a wildlife corridor between such
habitat blocks functions to allow for genetic exchange between populations. Movement corridors allow
for dispersal of young, expanded foraging opportunities, and allow for animals to flee in the event of a
fire or other large-scale disturbance. Viable connections between habitat areas effectively expand the
usable areas for wildlife that use the habitats and corridors. The major regional blocks of habitat in the
region of the proposed Project include the San Gabriel Mountains, the San Bernardino Mountains, the
Chino Hills, the Prado Basin, the Jurupa Hills, the San Timoteo Badlands, and the Crafton Hills. The
upper Santa Ana River floodplain between Redlands, Highland and San Bernardino is also a major block
of habitat. Wildlife movement connections between these features are generally limited by urbanization.
Restrictions are minimized where these habitat blocks are closer to each other.

In general, residential and commercial development is present throughout the proposed trail alignment
and the Santa Ana River is located north of the proposed trail alignment. The segment of the trail along
Pioneer Avenue is surrounded by agricultural and vacant fields with existing bicycle lanes. Agriculture,
vacant fields, and the Citrus Valley High School exist along Domestic Avenue and urban developments
and abandoned agricultural fields occur on the east and west sides of Texas Street. Urban developments
are generally not conducive to wildlife travel between natural areas because of vehicular traffic, human
presence, and the presence of noise and light. The vacant parcels of land may provide limited restricted
movement but are typically not utilized by wildlife due to lack of protective cover and proximity to
development.

The proposed Project would result in development of the trail along the southern bluffs of the Santa Ana
River, on unpaved roads, local streets, and other properties along the right-of-way within the City of
Redlands and unincorporated County areas. The trail segments along the river bluff would consist of a
Class 1, 10-foot wide asphalt/concrete trail and 2-foot graded shoulder on each side of the
asphalt/concrete trail; on the existing right-of-way the existing road surfaces would be widened where
possible to accommodate a modified Class | bicycle lane. Implementation of the Project would not result
in a substantial physical change to the existing environment that would impact regional wildlife corridors
or the non-specific movement patterns of wildlife adapted to urban environments. No significant loss to
raptors and migratory birds or their habitats are expected, and therefore no mitigation is required.
However, construction activity may indirectly affect nesting birds, especially in areas of native habitat.

Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-5 to BIO-7 below would minimize potential impacts to an
established native resident or to migratory wildlife corridors, to a less than significant level.

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?

Less Than Significant. Shrub and tree species are mostly absent in the Project area which tends to be
subject to high disturbance levels. Types of disturbance include crop production, grading, disking for fire
control, and legal and illegal uses such as off-roading and dumping of material. However, portions of the
trail alignment traverse land uses designated as agricultural and construction of the trail may require the
removal of citrus trees located within the existing street’s right-of-way. Trees that occur within the public
domain are protected and managed pursuant to City Municipal Code Chapter 12.52. According to City
Municipal Code Section 12.52.090, it shall be the policy of the City to protect and maintain mature and
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healthy public trees. Special consideration shall be afforded public, landmark, native and specimen trees.
A landmark tree is defined as a public tree designated as a historic resource under Chapter 2.62 of the
City Municipal Code as a tree of historic or cultural significance and of importance to the community due
to any of the following factors: 1) it is one of the largest or oldest public trees of the species located in the
city; 2) it has historical significance due to an association with a historic building, site, street, person or
event; or 3) it is a significant outstanding feature of a neighborhood. The policy also protects all public
trees that meet the definition of native or specimen trees which are defined as any public tree, identified
by a certified arborist as native to the local area, with a trunk more than eight inches in diameter at a
height of four and one-half feet (4%/.") above natural grade that is identified on a list of native trees
approved by the City Council.

In these instances, appropriate permits as outlined in the City of Redlands’ Municipal Code Section 12.52
would be obtained to remove/relocate public trees to an area subject to less disturbance. If it is
determined during the City’s Plan Review of the final design that removal of a protected tree pursuant to
City Municipal Code Chapter 12.52 will occur, permits and approvals would be required from the City as
part of the project approval process. Compliance with the determinations of the plan review will ensure
that the Project would not conflict with local policies protecting trees within the City.

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The Upper Santa Ana River Wash Plan (ICF
2018) is intended as a comprehensive Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) that will conserve plant
communities, species and associated habitats in southwestern San Bernardino County. It covers
approximately 4,892 acres and identified five covered species requiring specific protection. The draft was
published in January 2018 and has not yet been finalized. The SART Phase IV, Reach A is a covered
activity in the HCP and even though the HCP has not yet been adopted, the relevant measures provided
in the HCP are included in the mitigation measures below. Once finalized the SART Phase IV, Reach A
will comply with applicable conservation measures and would minimize conflict with an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state
habitat conservation plan, to a less than significant level.

Mitigation Measures

BIO-1 Prior to construction of the Project, the Project Proponent shall install and maintain
barriers such as boulders, fences, and gates along work area and trail boundaries to
help prevent unauthorized activities, including dumping and off-road vehicle use.

BIO-2 Prior to construction, the Project Proponent shall delineate the limits of construction
via marking or temporary fencing. The delineation shall be maintained as necessary
until construction of the trail is completed.

BIO-3 Throughout construction of the Project, construction personnel shall limit their
activities, vehicles, equipment, and construction materials to the designated work area
and equipment staging areas.

BIO-5 All workers will receive environmental awareness training. The training will be
developed in consultation with a qualified biologist and consist of an onsite or training
center presentation for which supporting materials will be provided. Training will
provide information about the special-status species potentially occurring on site and
an explanation of the purpose and function of the avoidance and minimization
measures and the possible penalties for not adhering to them.
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BIO-6

BIO-7

BIO-8

BIO-9

BIO-10

BIO-11

BIO-12

If construction takes place during the California gnatcatcher breeding season,
burrowing owl nesting period, during nesting bird season (February 1 through August
31), or whether significant loss to raptors and migratory birds or their habitats is
expected, a general nesting bird survey will be required. The protocol requires the
following:

e Construction scheduled to occur between February 1 and August 31 will
require a qualified biologist conduct a breeding bird survey no more than three
days prior to the start of construction to determine if nesting is occurring.

“Construction” includes selection of staging areas, demolition, tree, trash and
debris removal, placement of equipment and machinery on to the site
preparatory to grading, and any other Project-related activity that increases
noise and human activity on the Project site beyond existing levels. Emergency
measures are exempt from this definition.

If occupied nests are found, they shall not be disturbed unless the qualified
biologist verifies through non-invasive methods that either (a) the adult birds
have not begun egg-laying and incubation; or (b) the juveniles from the
occupied nests are capable of independent survival.

o If the biologist is not able to verify one of the above conditions, then no
disturbance shall occur within a distance specified by the qualified biologist for
each nest or nesting site. The qualified biologist will determine the appropriate
distance in consultation with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and
the 