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[bookmark: _GoBack]QuadState Local Governments Authority
 An interstate joint powers authority established in 1999

 Meeting Minutes

Regular quarterly meeting
Friday, March 27, 2014 9:00am PDT 
Primm Valley Country Club Dining and Meeting Room


Attendance 

	Name						Representing			

Dan Totheroh				Inyo County Supervisor		
Gerry Hillier				Quadstate Executive Director	
Bill Lamb				Quadstate Associate			
Butch Boresky				Nye County Commissioner 		
Bob Sandberg				Washington County			
Kevin Phillips				Lincoln County Commissioner
Alan Gardner				Washington County Commissioner
D.L. Wilson				La Paz County Supervisor
John Tubbs I				Quadstate Counsel (SB Co.)
Don Holland				San Bernardino County
Andrew Silva				San Bernardino County
Buster Johnson			Mohave County Supervisor
Steve Quarles 			Quadstate Attorney 
Gary Wyatt				Imperial County Supervisor


1. Chairman Johnson called the meeting to order at 9:00 am PDT.
 
2. Ex. Dir. Hillier called the roll with all counties in attendance except Kern County.

3. There were no public comments at this time.

4. Supervisor Buster Johnson was nominated to be Quadstate Chair and Robert Lovingood was nominated to be Quadstate Vice Chair. A motion was made to accept the nominations with Buster Johnson as Quadstate Chair and Robert Lovingood as Vice Chair. The motion was seconded and approved by the Board.

5. Chairman Johnson asked if there were any additions or corrections to the December 12, 2014 meeting minutes. Since there were no corrections or additions to the minutes a motion was made to approve the December 12, 2014 minutes. The motion was seconded and approved by the Board. 

6. Since the Treasurer, Rosa Lopez-Solis, was not in attendance, Ex. Dir Hillier reported that there is about $66,000 left in the budget and all fees have been paid. He stated that based on Quadstate’s activities for the remainder of the fiscal year there should be a carryover into the next fiscal year of about $10,000. 

A motion was made to accept the budget as reported. The motion was seconded and approved by the Board. 

Mr. Hillier reported that the Authorities biennial audit has not been completed. He will check with the Treasurer to see that it is completed as required by the end of this fiscal year. Funds have been set aside in the budget to conduct and complete the audit.   

7. Ex. Dir. Hillier reported on county contacts to expand Quadstate membership. The counties are aware of what Quadstate does, since information has been sent to them on issues that would affect their counties. Mr. Hillier will contact the counties (Yuma, Penal, Yavapai and Riverside) in April and May to determine their interest in becoming members of Quadstate. If they show no interest, the information being sent to those counties will be stopped. Members of the Board will also make a push to see if the counties would be interested in joining Quadstate. 

8. John Tubbs said that Form 700 should be filed with the Treasurer by March 31. A hard copy of the completed forms should be sent directly to:   				    

Ms. Rosa Lopez-Solis
Imperial County Administration Center
940 West Main Street, Suite 208
El Centro, CA 92243
9. FPPC code, amendment	

Under the Political Reform Act, all public agencies are required to adopt a conflict-of-interest code. A code designates positions required to file Statements of Economic Interests (Form 700), and assigns disclosure categories specifying the types of interests to be reported. The Form 700 is a public document intended to alert public officials and members of the public to the types of financial interests that may create conflicts of interests. After a brief discussion John Tubes gave an overview on why Quadstate needs to file Form 700. Quadstate is required to submit a form every two years to update the code. John will review the code for action to be taken at the June meeting.


10. Ex. Dir. Hillier and Board members who attending the NACo Legislative Conference report on activities and outcomes of the Conference. Mr. Hillier stated that the main topic of discussion was on PILT and SRS. SRS plays a major role in PILT payments to counties and an effort was made to ensure it was passed. In February a bill was introduced in U.S. Congress that would extend SRS for three years. This bill was passed in the House and will now go on to the Senate for their action. No major cuts in the appropriation are expected. An agreement in the House will continue this bill for the next 2 year appropriations.    
    


11. Ex. Dir. Hillier gave a report on the status and authorization of the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT). The bill has passed the House and will go on for Senate actions. The appropriation is similar to last years. Continuation of SRS if vital to the PILT payments and will continue to be pursued by NACo and Quadstate.   	            	

12. Ex. Dir. Hillier gave some back ground on R.S. 2477 and the Colorado legislative proposal. A copy of the legislation was sent to the Board members for their review. This approach seems to be the best logical solution to the issue. He suggested that the Board take a look at the legislation as to what it spells out for dealing with R.S. 2477. The Board endorsed the first version of the legislation that has had some minor changes and Mr. Hillier recommends that the Board endorse the new version. A motion was made to endorse the revised legislation. The motion was seconded and approved by the Board  	         

13. Ex. Dir. Hillier gave a report on the Management Oversight Group meeting and some background on the Group and it’s amended charter.  Due to input from members and Quadstate the MOG charter has been amended as discussed at the meeting in December and reflects many if not most of Quadstate’s input.  It lists counties as members and not limited to the Quadstate membership only.  FWS knows that Quadstate attends and participates on behalf of all its members. A motion was made that Quadstate sign on to the MOG Charter. The motion was seconded and approved by the Board.  

14. Bob Sandberg and Bill Lamb gave an overview of the Desert Tortoise Council Symposium that they attended in Las Vegas last month. Bob said that the Council is celebrating its 40 anniversary and they are no further down the road in understanding the tortoise recovery needs than we did when the Council was established. Bill gave a brief overview of the presentations that were made at the meeting. It seems that they have an agenda to help recover the tortoise but their does not seem to be anyone that has the authority to make it happen other than the agencies. For more details about the individual presentations see the report that was sent out to the Board members at the first of the month.

15. Steve Quarles gave the following report on Washington DC activity, personnel, programs and policies:
· This is a big time legislative year for Federal wildlife law.
· Cynthia Lummis from Wyoming is co-chair of oversight committee on environment and invited Steve to talk about ESA.
· Lisa Murkowski, Senator from Alaska, is chair of the committee on wildlife and has an interest is seeing some reform. Several efforts have been made to reform ESA with the 1996 reform that died in the Clinton Admiration and the 2005 Pombo bill that died in the Senate.
· There is a much better strategy being used where several small individual bills will be drafted and reviewed during this session of Congress. Steve has been asked to assist in developing these bills. 
· There is an effort to attached riders on appropriation bills for wildlife where they have not been able to stand alone. 
· The administration is interested in developing a legacy as they come to the end of their administration that will involve wildlife policy. Therefore, we could see some action from that source.  
· Critical habitat is going to be an issue where it will be the most important part of the ESA resulting in massive regulatory actions.
·  A statute for ‘taking’ is found in the ESA where other wildlife protection acts such as the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald Eagle Act do not provide for take. FWS does not have the where with all to take action on migratory act criminal action where take has been made.
· There is a good trend in this administration toward state assistance since they do not have the ability to provide full protection.
· The 4d rule action is a huge move to integrate the states and the counties and is a benefit for local protection rather than feds.  

16. Ex. Dir. Hillier reported that Amy Duffy with Western Regional Partnership made a request as follows: 

“The WRP Natural Resources Committee is seeking our unofficial review and assessment of those species on the lists of species that if listed would trigger the need for regulatory compliance under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and could result in delays or increases in cost to your program of work and mission. Based on WRP Partner input, the list will be prioritized so the Committee can look for conservation solutions that are feasible. Please submit to amyduffy@westernregionalpartnership.org the top three species of concern that might be listed within the states of Arizona, California, New Mexico, Nevada and Utah.”

After a brief discussion and review of the species listed Mr. Hillier asked if the counties would like him to compile the list and send it onto WRP. The counties will review the list and if there are any concerns they will send them to Mr. Hillier. He will compile the list and send it on to WRP on behalf of the counties. 

WRP will: 1) Consolidate the input to come up with a prioritized list of 5-7 species of concern within WRP region; 2) Develop short document outlining current efforts, lessons learned, best practices and gaps with accompanying maps to highlight geographic areas of concern in WRP region along with land ownership.  Work with other WRP Committees to learn of mission footprint and energy development within highlighted areas of concern; 3) Compare with State Wildlife Action Plans, BLM's Resource Management Plans, USFWS candidate assessment forms, INRMPs within WRP region and other documentation, as appropriate; and 4) Identify pilot projects to foster sustainability of necessary habitat

17. Ex. Dir. Hillier reported on a response letter that he received from AGFD on the Sonoran desert tortoise population issues on the Candidate Conservation Agreement.  After reading the letter Steve Quarles suggested that it would be better for the counties to participate in the CCAA rather than the CCA since it would provide more protection. A motion was made that Ex. Dir. Hillier respond to the letter to keep the counties involved in the process. The motion was seconded and approved by the Board 

18. Ex. Dir. Hillier reported on attending BLM’s Resource Advisory Councils. Though his involvement he determined that the local government reps do not keep their peers informed on information or actions taken by the RAC. He encouraged those that were on the Councils make an effort to pass information along to other counties within the jurisdiction of the RAC. Mr. Hillier will continue to attend the RAC meetings and keep the Board informed of their actions

Ex. Dir. Hillier has been asked to serve on a recreation work group with California Fish and Wildlife’s State Wildlife Action Plan. This will give him an opportunity to express the counties concerns and issues. 

19. The 30 minute video sponsored by the Desert Managers Group on raven predation and control was shown to the Board. Each member of the Board was given a copy of the film.			

20. Ex. Dir. Hillier reported on the Desert Landscape Conservation Cooperative. He said they seem to be moving in the direction of being a data source for the agencies. Steve Quarles said they are becoming institutionalized and could become policy creators that could influence agency regulations. As a result Mr. Hillier will continue to monitor DLCC’s actions and involvement. He is currently a member of DLCC’s Local Government Work Group and will continue to stay involved in that group. One of the main focuses of the Cooperative is climate change.  The DOI announced that it will make available $8 million to fund projects that promote tribal climate change adaptation and ocean and coastal management planning through its Tribal Climate Resilience Program. This was presented with a handout to the Board. An addition handout was made on Demographic and physiological models of climate change from 65 million years ago and the future projection under the impact of solar development.

21. Ex. Dir. Hillier gave an overview of the proposed budget for fiscal year 2015-16. He said the budget is same as last year’s budget. He made some changes in how the information is portrayed so it is easier to see how the funds will be used. Funding for the Sonoran, Mojave and NACo will be shown as separate items. All fees for the upcoming FY will be the same as last year. Adoption of the final budget will be at the June meeting   			
. 
22. Chairman Johnson asked if there were any public comments. No comments were made.
                      
23. There were no member items or future agenda items presented by the Board members

24. The next regular meeting will be held on Friday, June 5, 2015. The meeting will be held by phone unless there is a need to meet in person. Sufficient notice will be given if there is a change in the date or how it will be conducted. 	        	      	       	
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