Getting Hitched .  .  .Calico Style
                       
A  Guide to Weddings
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A Little History 

This historic site has inspired many couples over the years as a memorable place to exchange vows, but the first wedding ceremonies took place at Calico during the silver mining days of the 1880s-1890s.  As was typical of mining towns throughout the West, settlement began with an all-male population and as soon as females began to arrive (often as the daughters of merchants or miners), there was a boom in marriages.  Calico even had a justice of the peace who was known as a kissing judge, because he performed as many wedding ceremonies as possible so he could enjoy the opportunities for kissing the bride and all other female participants!
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Having Your Wedding at Calico 

The weddings at Calico are mainly do-it-yourself.  You must obtain and bring your own license (see California Department of Public Health for more information), and your own officiant to perform the service.  You can arrange to bring in flowers, music, and do your own decorating if you wish.  We set up and take down the chairs, and no admission fees will be charged to your invited guests.
Ceremonies are expected to be conducted during normal daytime hours of Park operation, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  No weddings are scheduled during Calico’s special events (see the events schedule and photos of the town at www.calicotown.com).

All weddings are held outdoors, with the exception of the inside of the School House for a small ceremony.  Months when there is most likely a chance for rain are January and February, and sometimes during the summer and early fall months from occasional thunderstorms.  Here in the high desert, the early spring and fall months have the most pleasant temperatures for outdoor weddings, but a breeze or slight wind is to be expected.

You can make your own arrangements for a reception at Calico, by calling the Calico House Restaurant at (760) 254-1970 or visiting www.calicohouserestaurant.com
Reservation & Payment Procedure

All fees are subject to change, without notice.  All weddings are subject to approval by the Park Superintendent and/or Regional Parks Department.

A reservation for a wedding can be made up to a year in advance; however no wedding can be reserved less than six weeks in advance.  Ceremonies are only held at either the Silver Bowl or the School House (see following page).

Reservations are made by calling the Park Office at 1-800-TOCALICO or (760) 254-2122 or visiting in person.  Fees are paid in the form of cash, personal check, or credit card.

Fees consist of:

1.  Nonrefundable Reservation fee


$7.00

2.  Facility Rental fee:





1-49 people


$150.00





50-75 people


$250.00





76-100 people

$350.00

3.  Nonrefundable Insurance fee



$84.32


(For up to 100 people)

A minimum deposit consisting of the $7.00 reservation fee and a portion of the facility rental fee must be paid in order to secure your reservation.  The insurance fee is due no later than six weeks before the wedding and that due date (when the entire balance is due) will be determined at the time of your deposit.  If the balance is not paid by the due date, the reservation will be cancelled.

You will receive confirmation of your reservation showing any balance due, and receive a copy of the cancellation policy.  As soon as the insurance fee is paid, a certificate will be issued and sent to you.  

If you must cancel your reservation 31 or more days before the wedding, you will be entitled to a full refund, less a $10 cancellation fee.  If you must cancel within 10-30 days before the wedding, you will receive half your deposit, less a $10 cancellation fee.  If you cancel 10 days or less before the wedding, you will not receive any refund.
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This old-fashioned, one-room School House was designed to look almost exactly like the one that was used at old Calico during the mining days.  Located at the extreme north end of town, it is set against a natural backdrop of colorful mountains, and a panoramic view of the valley extends below.  A bridge crosses a ravine providing for a dramatic entrance for the members of the wedding party.  The Livery Stable Stage storage area nearby can be used for a dressing room, as well as the inside of the School.  Your ceremony can be performed outside using the steps, or you can have it inside with limited seating.  The Old Miner’s Café is nearby for refreshments. 
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  Silver Bowl Weddings
A theatrical grand entrance can be made at this location, by using steps that lead down into the Silver Bowl entertainment area.  The large stage provides a backdrop for a classic old West or country & western style themed wedding.  The Bowl is located in central Calico, away from the traffic of Main Street yet close to the Calico House Restaurant as well as Lil’s Saloon & Beer Garden.   

Notes For Both Locations

No private vehicles are allowed in the town or at the ceremony locations, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. and no parking is allowed at or near the School House or Silver Bowl.  Please coordinate with the Park Office ahead of time about all access and/or deliveries you require.  Electricity is available at each location, but you must bring your own extension cord(s).  No firearms of any kind are allowed at Calico, and no open flames such as from candles. 

Calico Contact Information 

To make an appointment to discuss your wedding and/or ask questions, please call 1-800-TOCALICO or (760) 254-2122.  Email enquiries can be made using calicotown@parks.sbcounty.gov with the word “wedding” in the subject line.
